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    “There is a calling home within these shadowed days of Lent, an invitation to return, to rest beneath the wings of the Almighty and to wait in humble, quiet, trusting faith for the Salvation of our God to be revealed.

     The idea of ‘home,’ this dream of a ‘homecoming,’ lies deep within each of us, informs our yearnings, motivates our reaching toward the light and meaning. The promise that lies waiting to be born, to be fulfilled, throughout these days, is that the door is flung wide open, the welcome mat is out and God waits with open arms for our arrival.

     Hold me within your arms, O God, and bring me on Easter morning to the empty tomb, the open door, the way home---to life eternal.”     ---J. Barrie Shepherd

Dear Friends,

   As we travel through the season of Lent, we begin to see how the life of faith is itself a journey, a movement from one place to the next; always trusting that God will meet us with ‘open arms’ along the way. 

    Lent is not intended to be a time where we sit around and feel guilty; it is intended to be a time where we reflect on our lives past, present and future and then take those actions that will help get our lives back on the homeward path.  Because there are often some things of the past we may regret, we ask forgiveness for those things and we reorient ourselves ‘toward the light and meaning.’ This is also a time to make those changes we have been intending to make that will bring us closer to God and our true selves.

    As we approach Holy Week it is good to remember it encapsulates the triumphs and tragedies-the highs and lows of life itself. Much as we would all rather focus on the triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and the Joy of Easter and the celebration of Christ’s resurrection, we all know life is not just triumph and joy. As Leonard T. Wolcott writes: “There is no resurrection without the cross, no rising with Christ except in dying to self that we might live again, or rather that the risen Christ might live through us.”

    That is why on Maundy Thursday we gather to remember The Last Supper and the events leading up to Good Friday and Jesus’ crucifixion. We call this Maundy Thursday because of the new mandate (Latin: maundatum) or new commandment Jesus gave his disciples that night, “That you love one another just as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) This reminds us just how much Christ loves us-that he was willing to die while we were yet sinners on Good Friday. 

    But, joy does triumph over tragedy-everlasting life over temporary suffering-because Holy Week does end with our Celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday! God does bring us “on Easter morning to the empty tomb, the open door, the way home---to life eternal.” 

    As we travel together this road that Jesus has walked before us may this be a blessed and holy time for you and your family.

                                                                            Peace, 

                                                                            Laura and Jeff
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HAPPY SPRING, HAPPY EASTER

Now is the time to start thinking about decorating our church with flowers for Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012.  This year we are going to have potted bulb plants such as tulips, daffodils and Gerber daisies.  The plants will be in 6-inch pots at $10.00 per plant including tax.  Hopefully, we will have different colors but that is unknown at this present time. 

Look for the individual flyer in the church bulletin the second, third and fourth Sundays in March.  Deadline for ordering will be March 25, 2012.

        Sharon Menashe
GOLF FELLOWSHIP
The days are getting longer and warmer.  Trees are starting to bud, golfers are starting to wake up after a winter’s hibernation, and the pros are playing every week.  It’s time to start thinking about the highly anticipated and highly competitive (NOT) summer golf outings.  A planning social is scheduled for SATURDAY, MARCH 10 AT 4PM.   Please mark your calendars.  Along with re-establishing the fellowship and sharing a potluck, we’ll discuss this summer’s events.  Anyone who has an interest in golf is invited to join us, would be players, players, or spectators.  As with last year, we will plan 6 outings, the first Sunday each month May through October.  We will also have many volunteer opportunities. The Prescott’s will host the meeting and potluck.  We will provide the main dish, looks like BQ ribs at the moment, and the drinks.  Appetizers, side dishes and desserts would be appreciated.  







Denny Prescott
JOINT PRESBYTERY MEETHING, FEB 17-18, 2012
 I was an alternate Commissioner to Presbytery and represented our church at the meeting.  Following are some notes on the “Creation of a New Presbytery” which was the focus of the meeting.  A Joint Presbytery Task Force has met over the past several years to study combining the two presbyteries in New Mexico, the Presbyteries of Santa Fe and Sierra Blanca.  There are many reasons for combining the presbyteries and not the least is economic considerations.  The plan has its challenges such as how do you preside over an area the size on New Mexico, the 5th largest state in the union.  The Task Force has recommended creating a new presbytery and disestablishing the two current ones.  A new presbytery would be very different from our current presbytery.  The new presbytery would be a decentralized partnership with the congregations acting as pass through organization verses a centralized decider and regulator.  The new presbytery would have three functions: Networking, Education, and Ecclesial.  The new presbytery would have few face to face meetings relying on technology, such as video conferencing, Face Book, Internet Cafes, etc.  The new presbytery will require formal approval from both current presbyteries, the Synod of the Southwest, and the PC USA, General Assembly.  This is expected between now and July of this year, an ambitious schedule.  Expect to hear more this spring.  




Denny Prescott

The church calendar has been moved from the office to the session meeting room.  The intended purpose was to assist the session in their meeting and to provide a place for everyone in the church to post church going's on like planned, sponsored, or hosted events/activities.








Denny Prescott
 

AFTER SCHOOL KIDS (ASK) PROGRAM

We will have an ASK planning meeting on Thursday March 8 at 2:00 pm.

The After School Kids (ASK) Program will meet on Wed. March 21st. Following our theme for the school year, SPARK: NEW TESTAMENT VALUES we will discuss SHARING/SACRIFICE, The Last Supper, John 13:1-20, SPARK: Pp. 462-467. We will have a GATHERING TIME from 3:30-4:00, at 4:00-4:30 there will be an OPENING TIME then from 4:30-5:30 we will offer CLASSES in ARTS AND CRAFTS, DISCOVERY, and STORYTELLING AND DRAMA. We will conclude with DINNER from 5:30-6:00.                                          
PRAYER SERVICE WITH COMMUNION-THIRD WEDNESDAY

This month on the third Wednesday of the month, March 21st following the After School Kids (ASK) Program, from 6:15-6:45 we will have a PRAYER SERVICE WITH COMMUNION for the community led by Jeff and Laura Finch. 

Christian Education

Sunday School is going well, and we will be starting to plan Vacation Bible School soon.  

Suzanne Sanchez 
Mission & Outreach

The Mission and Outreach Committee is having a “Schwann’s Food Fundraiser”.  We receive 10% of all sales.  Orders will be taken beginning Sunday February 26 through Sunday March 10th.  Delivery will be made on Sunday, March 18th.  All checks are made out to Schwann’s.  Orders can be written on a blank piece of paper and given to Judy Sanchez, Carol Leavitt or any member of Mission & Outreach.  Monies are due by March 10th.  Any questions, please contact Judy Sanchez or Carol Leavitt.  Judy Sanchez
Worship

Welcome to the Lenten season! 
Please remember to get your memorial or in honor of flowers ordered in a timely manner for Easter Sunday. The flowers will be tulips, daffodils and Gerber daisies, but you will only be ordering flowers, not specific ones. You may take a pot of flowers home after the Easter service.

There will be a soup supper on Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 6:00 pm. This will be followed by communion as we prepare for Good Friday and Easter. We will need 4 pots of soup, so if you would like to volunteer, please see Nan Windle by March 18.
Finance, Interpretation and Stewardship

January 2012 financial support of gifts and contributions for the general operations of the church are $9,849.10.  Operating expenses were $8,913.31, resulting in $935.75 in excess of expenditures for the month.  

The Building Fund received $266.09 in contributions and interest in January 2012.  Total fund assets as of January 31, 2012 are $32,546.28.

With your continued support the finances of the church have improved.  The committee would like to thank all of the members of the church for their continued support. Thank you members for all that you do for our church and community.  












Bob Blailock, Committee Member
Session
1.  Communion was served to 79 congregants on February 5.

2.  January income - $9,849.10; expenses - $8,913.31; YTD overage - $935.79

3.  $2,200 of Building Fund money will be invested in a one-year CD at .95%.

4.  Noted the death and memorial service of Deacon Ed Kubisak.

5.  Discussed our experiences at the Triennial Visit in Socorro on January 28.

6.  Received the reports of the Deacons and the Session committees.

7.  Reviewed Lenten and Easter planned activities.

8.  Discussed and prayed about the many pastoral concerns at all three churches,

     as several members are seriously ill, and there have been two deaths as well.

9.  Next Session meeting is Sunday, March 11, after worship.
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Deacons
One of our many duties is to take care of the coffee and sweets on Sunday,

We need each of you to sign up for cookies. Store bought is good, but home baked is better. We are low on cookies, so would appreciate your help.

 

Please do not leave anything in the kitchen without leaving your name on it and if you are donating such item to the kitchen. Thanks. 

 

A big thank you goes to Shirley Scherer for all the good sweets she leaves on Sunday mornings. I know you have enjoyed the Rice Krispies treats. 

 

Have you noticed our new cart in the kitchen? You know the one that when you raised it up the wheel fell off. Well, Doug Spain, took it apart repaired it, and painted it….a big thank you to Doug!





















Dorothy Pitts/
Shirley Lindsay


Co-Moderators
. 
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Book Club
The Book Club will meet on March 15, at 1PM at the church and the book for the month of March is North River by Pete Hamill.  

This year is the 100th anniversary of Charles Dickens’ birth so in April we will read Dombery and Son by that author.






Janet McIlvaine
Presbyterian Women

All women in the church are invited to attend the Presbyterian Women’s meeting held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM for coffee and a lesson as we continue our studies of the beatitudes led by Beth Spraberry.



Dorothy Pitts
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Belen Food Pantry

The church has designated the first Sunday of each month to bring donations to the church. However, donations are appreciated at any time.  The Belen Food Pantry is affiliated with the Road Runner Food Bank in Albuquerque, and if you prefer to donate money, food can be purchased at a discounted price.  Please indicate in the memo line on your check for donations to Belen Food Pantry.  Thank you for all of your contributions. 
Los Pescadores Mariners

Mariners will meet on Tuesday, March 6 for a potluck and fellowship.  New officers are:

Skippers: Doug and Frances Spain
Logger: Marilyn Ankenman
Purser: Marge Thompson
Chaplain: Nan Windle.

At our February meeting Mariners agreed to pay for the groceries for the Menaul School ninth graders who will be spending one night in our church during Holy Week. All students at Menaul are required to do a week of service and this year they will be working in Belen, Socorro and Magdelena. They will be served dinner on Wednesday, March 28 and breakfast and a packed lunch on Thursday, March 29.

Nan Windle


Domestic Violence Shelter

The shelter wishes to thank you for all your donations of food and clothing, etc.  Furniture is also appreciated as they house the families and when they move out they take everything with them. Domestic Violence will no longer be accepting donations at the Belen location. If we take things to Adelante they will provide vouchers for victims of Domestic Violence free clothing to domestic violence victims.  Money is graciously accepted.







Judy Sanchez

Your Craftiness

Your Craftiness Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to thank all who supported them on their handmade Valentine card sale.  
Please pray for...



Barbara Hinojos for health concerns




John Wilsey for health concerns




Peace in the Middle East

If you have prayer requests please contact Pastors Laura or Jeff, or Deacons Donna Taylor or Dorothy Pitts.

*************************************************************************************************************

Also pray for our home bound members.

Katherine Hayes at home
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Who’s doing what when in March 2012


Liturgist: Ann Teale


Ushers/Greeters: John & Donna Taylor


Sunday School:  March 4 & 11 – Sondra Wade & Marilyn Ankenman


                            March 18 & 25 – Grace Sanchez & Shirley Lindsay











